
Posted on the Alternate Homepage of Dr. Louis Komjathy (www.louiskomjathy.com). January 1, 2022. 
 

Modern Editions of the Received Dàozàng 道藏 
Louis Komjathy 康思奇, Ph.D., CSO 
Center for Daoist Studies 道學中心 

 
The Zhèngtǒng dàozàng 正統道藏 (Daoist Canon of the Zhengtong Reign Period) is a Daoist 
textual collection compiled during the Zhèngtǒng 正統 reign (1436-1450) of Míng Emperor 
Yīngzōng 英宗 (1427-1465; r. 1436-1450 and 1457-1465). The textual collection is actually titled 
Dà Míng dàozàng jīng 大明道藏經 (Scriptures of the Daoist Canon of the Great Míng Dynasty). 
Together with the Xù dàozàng續道藏 (Supplement to the Daoist Canon; dat. 1607), the Zhèngtǒng 
dàozàng is the primary source for the received Dàozàng 道藏 (abbrev. DZ). Key figures in the 
collection and printing effort included the 43rd Celestial Master Zhāng Yǔchū 張宇初 (1361-1410); 
the 44th Celestial Master Zhāng Yǔqīng 張宇清 (1364-1427); Rén Zìyuán 任自垣 (fl. 1400-1422), 
the general intendant of Mount Wǔdāng 武當 (Shíyàn, Húběi); and Shào Yǐzhèng 邵以正 (d. 
1462), the Daoist Registrar at the time. The wood printing blocks were engraved in 1444, and the 
printing was completed in 1445. The complete edition consisted of 5,318 scrolls (juàn 卷). Copies 
of the textual collection were, in turn, disseminated to several major Daoist temples and 
monasteries throughout China, including Báiyún guàn 白雲觀 (White Cloud Monastery; Běijīng; 
abbrev. BYG). It was this copy that survived the perils of history and became preserved into the 
modern period. “Rediscovered” in the early twentieth century, the Báiyún guàn copy of the 
Zhèngtǒng dàozàng and Xù dàozàng became the basis for all modern reprintings of the Dàozàng 
and thus for Daoist Studies by extension. The standard index is that of Kristofer Schipper 施舟人 
(1934-2021) and his colleagues, namely, Concordance du Tao-tsang: Titres des ouvrages (1975; 
abbrev. CT/DZ). This is especially the case following the publication of the Historical Companion 
to the Daozang (2004; abbrev. HCDZ), and the corresponding numbering system formed the basis 
of my own Title Index to Daoist Collections (2002; abbrev. TIDC). The latter is the standard 
reference work for citing other major Daoist “extra-canonical” and “supplemental” textual 
collections, having established additional standardized numbering systems and including a cross-
listed Pinyin index. The received Dàozàng accordingly consists of 1,487 individual titles, some of 
which include multiple independent texts.  
 
The received Dàozàng traditionally consisted of woodblock fascicles (cè 冊), which were stitch-/ 
thread-bound, stacked, and stored in book-cases. These fascicles consist of “folios” (yè 頁), which 
include recto (right/front) and verso (left/back). The pages are folded when stitch-bound. In either 
case, that is, whether folded or not, when citing the text, one uses “a” and “b,” respectively. Many 
texts in the Dàozàng consist of multiple scrolls (juàn 卷). Thus, if one were citing the recto-side 
of the first page of the first juǎn of a multi-juǎn text, it would appear as 1.1a. 
 
The received Dàozàng now exists in six primary editions, with asterisks (*) indicating the most 
common and more standard ones. In “Notes on the Daozang tiyao” (China Review International 
1.2 [1994]), the late Judith Boltz 鮑菊隱 (1947-2013) lists missing and misplaced folios in the 
Tàipěi reprints, and of newly corrected or newly introduced defects in the Běijīng reprint. 
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(1) Shāngwù yìnshū guǎn 商務印書館 (Commercial Press) (Shànghǎi, 1923-1926); 1120 fascicles 
(cè 冊). A.k.a. “Hánfēn lóu 涵芬樓 edition.” Abbrev. HFL or 涵. 
 

A thread-bound edition that photolithographically reproduces the BYG original. Each folio 
contains 20 columns of text, compared to 25 columns of the original; five folios thus 
correspond to four folios in the original edition. This arrangement resulted in many divided 
reproductions of the original woodblock illustrations. The HFL edition, which refers to the 
namesake branch of the Commercial Press, was published in only 350 copies. Indexed in 
Title Index to Daoist Collections (2002, 30-63). 

 

 
 
(2) Yìwén yìnshū guǎn 藝文印書館 (Táipěi, 1963); 1120 fascicles. Abbrev. YW or 藝. 
 
 Reprint of #1.  
 
(3) *Xīn wénfēng chūbǎn gōngsī 新文豐出版公司 (Táipěi, 1977); 60+1 vols. Abbreviated XWF 
or 新. 
 

Each page reproduces, on two horizontal registers, recto and verso of two folios of #1. The 
accompanying catalogue/index (mùlù 目錄 ) includes an unnumbered list of texts 
reproduced in each volume (cè 冊 ), including corresponding page numbers. Each 
individual volume also contains the contents therein, including initial page number of the 
associated text. Because of the relatively large size of this reproduction, the clarity of the 
Chinese characters, and the presence of the Chinese-style pagination, it is the best reprint 
of the received Dàozàng among those bound in Western-style volumes and is the preferred 
edition in Western Daoist Studies, especially for personal use. Indexed in the Historical 
Companion to the Daozang (2004, 1485-1526), including volume and page numbers for 
each title. 
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(4) Yìwén yìnshū guǎn 藝文印書館 (Táipěi, 1977); 60+1 vols. Abbrev. YW or 藝. 
 

Reprint in smaller volumes than #3. Includes an accompanying catalogue/index (mùlù 目
錄), which utilizes Schipper et al.’s numbering system with volume and page numbers of 
the associated texts. Also indexed in the Historical Companion to the Daozang (2004, 
1485-1526), including volume and page numbers for each title. 

  

 
 
(5) Chūbun shuppansha 中文出版社 (Kyoto, 1986); 30 vols. Abbrev. CB or 中. 
 

Vol. 1 includes an index of texts reproduced in each volume as well as a concordance to 
the titles of texts with reference to the volume and page numbers of the associated texts. 
Except for these references, the concordance is the same as that of Schipper et al. Also 
omits the Chinese-style pagination. 

 



 - 4 - 

 
 
 
(6) *Wénwù chūbǎnshè 文物出版社  (Běijīng, 1988); 36 vols. Simultaneously published in 
collaboration with Shànghǎi shūdiàn 上海書店 and Tiānjīn gǔjí chūbǎn shè 天津古籍出版社, so 
sometimes referred to as “Sānjiā běn 三家本” (abbrev. SJB). Abbrev. WW, 文, or 三. 
 

Each page reproduces, on three horizontal registers, recto and verso of three folios of #1. 
Thus sometimes referred to as the “reduced edition.” Each individual volume also contains 
the contents therein, including initial page number of the associated text. Like #5, omits 
the Chinese-style pagination of individual texts and provides only a Western-style 
pagination for the entire collection. A supplemental and complementary index by Shī 
Zhōurén 施舟人 (Kristofer Schipper) and Chén Yàotíng 陳耀庭, titled Dàozàng suǒyǐn 道
藏索引 (Index to the Daoist Canon; 1992), was published by the Shànghǎi shūdiàn. In 
addition to the now-standard numbering system, it includes the fascicle numbers for HFL 
(#1) as well as the volume and page numbers of the present edition with XWF (#3) and 
YW (#4). Also indexed in Title Index to Daoist Collections (2002, 30-63) and Historical 
Companion to the Daozang (2004, 1485-1526), including volume and page numbers for 
each title. A digital version is now available, which consists of scanned PDFs, that is, static 
and unsearchable files. 

 

 


